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ON THE COVER:
As one of six bedrooms in this 5,700-square-foot 

lakefront home, Mark Odom’s streamlined and 

contemporary approach to design keeps large spaces 

— and small — organized and approachable.   Page 20

You may have already noticed our new 
name and masthead, transitioning from Ur-
ban Home to Home Design and Decor. As we 
celebrate our 11th year in the Austin, San 
Antonio and Hill Country areas, we recently 
reviewed the brand positioning of the maga-
zine, the name and how to best achieve our 
future goals. The name Urban Home didn’t 
necessarily align with the editorial content 
the magazine portrays as our three distribu-
tion areas are considerably diverse. 

 While we are committed to showcasing the best in regional luxury life-
styles and home-related businesses, we decided it was time to re-position 
the magazine to better reflect the tastes of our affluent readers and industry 
professionals. To that end, moving forward and beginning with our October 
issue, you will find the name change but the high editorial content, distribu-
tion and quality of the publication will remain the same.

With this being our issue to focus on different architectural and design 
styles as they are spread across our distribution areas of Central Texas, the 
timing could not have been more appropriate. Inside you will find Mark 
Odom’s contemporary barn-inspired lake house designed for old family 
friends who gave him free design reign, McKinney York’s gallery-like home 
where every consideration to conserve and protect an existing grove of oaks 
was made and Furman + Keil’s preservation and expansion of a 1920s rock 
cottage that retains its original charm through thoughtful material selec-
tions. Vickee Byrum’s sophisticated and comforting interiors soften a heavily 
beamed traditional Santa Fe adobe, Sharon Radovich brightens and stream-
lines a dated Tuscan-style home and Mary Dewalt shows how to integrate a 
common color throughout an entire home.

On the food front, Texas candy stores and specialty candy makers provide 
sweets for special occasions and yummy afternoon treats. And local chefs 
are taking the complex and time-consuming tradition of Mexico’s most fa-
mous sauce, mole, and keeping it, well, traditional — no shortcuts or con-
temporary versions in these kitchens.

As “Falloween” transitions into the holidays and another new year, I hope 
you enjoy everything the next few months have to offer.

Trisha Doucette

FROM THE EDITOR EDITOR’S ESSENTIALS
SALA & BETTY

This modern yet cozy gem is the brainchild of 
Teresa Wilson, former owner of the much lament-
ed French restaurant Aquarelle. Sala & Betty (the 
childhood nicknames of Wilson and her younger 
sister) is truly a family affair, with Wilson’s brother 
and oldest daughter running the front of the house 
while the chef tends the kitchen. Lunchtime fea-
tures American comfort food like sandwiches and 
a la carte meals, while dinner showcases Wilson’s 
creative farm-to-table cuisine with refined sea-
sonal menus that change monthly, alongside craft 
beer and a nice wine selection. A la carte meals are 
also available all day for take-out and at the drive-
thru for a delicious and easy solution to weeknight 
meals. Salaandbettyatx.com

SAN ANTONIO RIVER WALK
San Antonio’s beloved River Walk was originally 

designed by architect Robert H. H. Hugman as his vi-
sion for an “American Venice,” and construction was 
completed in 1942. Its popularity boomed during the 
1968 World’s Fair and further expansion from the 
Museum Reach to the Mission Reach has the River 
Walk stretching through six miles of downtown San 
Antonio. In fact, an estimated 11.5 million tourists 
and locals visit the River Walk each year. But the City 
of San Antonio and the Paseo del Rio Association only 
recently branded the River Walk with a new logo and 
rolled out official merchandise. Proceeds from sales 
will be used for improvements, enhancements and 
events throughout the year for this #1 tourist desti-
nation in Texas. Thesanantonioriverwalk.com

JAZZTX
Can the fabulous Pearl Brewery in SA get any 

better? It just did. Created by legendary local band 
leader Doc Watkins and self-described as a jazz club 
meets a Texas dance hall, you’ll find live music ev-
ery day (cover charges required at certain times) 
and an extensive selection of wines, bubbles and 
spirits. I’m saving the fabulous food menu, created 
by Chef Lorenzo Morales, for last: foie gras and 
brisket tacos, buckets of fried quail, ribeyes, coun-
try fried pork chops and chorizo potatoes. It’s all 
so appropriately located in the cellar of the original 
Bottling House. Jazztx.com
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Marble Showroom

At Triton Stone, we pride ourselves on offering the largest selection of 

natural stone and the highest quality kitchen and bath products.

In addition to providing a variety of artistic, mosaic and floor tiles, 

Triton Stone is a leading wholesaler and distributor of granite and 

other natural stone products. 

With our numerous locations in the Southeast, we have the resources to 

find you what you need to make your project a success! Visit our 

warehouse and showroom today and we will assist you in selecting a 

material that will suit your lifestyle.

Stone • Quartz • Tiles • Sinks • Faucets • Toilets • Tubs • Tools

Now stocking a large selection 

of Natural Stone & 

Quartz slabs at both of our 

40,000 sqft locations!

Visit Our Showroom!
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8am-5pm; Wednesday: 8am-7pm; Saturday: 9am-1pm

Triton Stone Group® of Austin

2515 Brockton Drive, Suite 101

Austin, TX 78758

512-821-0020 office

512-821-0024 fax

Triton Stone Group® of San Antonio

107 W Nakoma Street

San Antonio, TX 78216

210-546-0980 office

210-546-0981 faxwww.tritonstone.com

Kitchen & Bath Showroom
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CONTENTS
october/november 2016

20

26

32
cover
       
20   Diving Into Modernism

featured homes
       
26   Tucked Into The Trees

32   Art And Style In Santa Fe

38   A Cottage With Character

46   Tuscan Detox

50   Color For All And All For Color

departments
       
       why this space works
52   Color And Collections Combined

       outdoor design
54   The Treehouse Effect

       commercial design
56   Sophisticated, Glamorous 
       And Bold

       foodie
60   The Moles Of Mexico

       fabulous finds
64   Crushing On Candy

highlights
       
       factory builder stores
44   Six Tips For A Small But
       Mighty Kitchen
       
       art & culture
58   Art Here And There — 
       Patricia Ruiz-Healy 
       Bridges The Gap

contributing 
editors
       
62   Kayvon Leath, Austin NARI
       Martha Bizzell, NARI San Antonio

66   Ad Index

14  HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN – SAN ANTONIO homedesigndecormag.com







DIVING INTO 
MODERNISM

A modern lake house 
wi th fami l ia r  roots

By MAURI ELBEL   |   Photography by DROR BALDINGER

hen a retired couple, Janie and Pat Sullivan, 
approached Mark Odom of Mark Odom Studio 

to design a home on their three-acre property 
on Lake Waxahachie, they simply asked for a modern house 
that was different from any of the traditional homes they’d 
lived in before. Then they gave his studio, which also designed 
the interiors and landscaping, complete freedom to put their 
architectural creativity to work. 

“The clients are old family friends I have known since I was 
young,” recalls Odom who grew up in Waxahachie. “I didn’t 
anticipate the clients pushing us in terms of approaching a 
more contemporary layout and format, but they were look-
ing for something more modern and exploratory which was a 
great surprise. They were very hesitant to tell us exactly what 
they wanted because they didn’t want it to interfere with 

W

In today’s world of design blogs and Pinterest 
boards, it’s rare clients hire an architect without 
immediately handing over a stack of carefully 
curated examples conveying exactly what they 
envision their new home to be. 

what we would come up with, which is kind of atypical in this 
age when we are used to hundreds of images coming at us.”

But allowing Mark Odom Studio to have total creative con-
trol resulted in a stunning modern lake house that grabs views 
of serene Lake Waxahachie from every single room. Consid-
ering the Sullivan’s lifestyle as well as site orientation and 
climate conditions, the 5,700-square-foot, six-bedroom, four-
bathroom home situated on Lake Waxahachie runs parallel to 
the water, maximizing panoramas of the surrounding land-
scape with ample windows and balconies that funnel natural 
light throughout the home.

“I love the location of this house and the way it sits on the 
lot,” says Janie of the home she shares with her husband, 
Pat, who served as general contractor for the project with the 
help of his friend and fellow contractor, Skip Noel. “It is really 
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open and airy and peaceful. There are so many windows that, 
whether I am in my studio or the exercise room or any of the 
bedrooms, we have a view of the lake. We don’t even have cur-
tains on most of the windows. It feels very private; like we are 
out there by ourselves.”

Odom’s initial goal was to understand the clients’ interior and 
exterior wish list along with their lifestyle while creating a mod-
ern vernacular that takes advantage of the lake views and sur-
rounding natural landscape. The client’s existing home lacked 
transparency, an objective which guided the new design. 

“Transparency was the biggest thing they were after,” 
Odom says. “They wanted their entire family to be able to see 
and hear each other from different areas of the house.”

The design now allows people to remain connected inside of 
the house, even when they aren’t standing in the same space. 
This proves especially useful during large family gatherings 
–– the couple has six children, their spouses and a combined 
13 grandchildren –– so even when it’s just immediate family 
getting together, there is more than enough room to accom-
modate an additional 25 people. 

“There is room for everybody,” says Janie of the open floor 
plan that allows the family to remain connected while main-
taining a degree of separation between interior rooms for an 
added level of privacy.

“The home also has two master suites which provides an 
overnight guest with a feeling of having their own special per-
sonal space.”

The Sullivan’s have deep country roots and were used to 
living on wide-open land so Odom’s design concept revolved 
around a modern interpretation of a barn intended to offer a 
vague familiarity of the past. 

 “Even though it turned out as a modern house, it was inter-
esting to try to find some common vernacular that I thought 
represented who the owners are –– some component or his-
tory that I knew they could recognize,” says Odom. “This was 
their first dive into modernism. And sometimes modernism 
can be cold and a very different lifestyle. To insert that into 
someone’s life, point-blank, can be harsh. So I tried to find a 
link into their past that could be comforting.”

The concept began with diagramming the clients’ pro-
grammed rooms while creating a volume and a repetitive 
wood structure that recalled a barn, explains Odom of the 
axial plan that stretches out along the long and narrow sliver 
of land that sits atop a hill. While a barn remains the underly-
ing design element, it’s not something one would detect from 
first glance. Rather, the barn reference remains subliminal, a 
structural frame built with glulam beams which extend from 
the interior to the exterior, remaining prominent in certain 
areas of the house while disappearing in others.  

The home’s exterior is a marriage of gray Texas limestone, 
white stucco and cedar, with a metal roof and a steel trellis that 
shades the refreshing lap pool running along the back side of 
the house. Since the home became more externally expressive 
than anticipated, Odom says an effort was made to ensure the 
interior spaces remained simple, comfortable and connected 
with the outdoors. 

 Natural light pours into the home through a continuous 
bank of windows located on the top and bottom floors which 
is enhanced by the diamond plaster finish on interior walls 
and ceilings. Strand bamboo floors feature a natural finish, 
which meshes well with glossy exposed aggregate concrete 
floors. Flat wooden cabinets in the kitchen and bathrooms are 
painted a solid gray and appear almost as a single surface, fur-
ther simplifying the interiors. 

“It just feels very clean and organized,” says Janie. “It is 
much more calming and less cluttered than our other houses.”

The studio –– a second-story space above the garage featur-
ing an external entry that connects with the main house via an 
exterior catwalk –– was an additional component that evolved 
as the house grew. The separate space, containing an office, 
bathroom and large antique marble top table where Janie 
makes jewelry and quilts, allows works-in-progress to remain 
messy without cluttering the rest of the home. Another inter-
esting element that organically evolved during construction 
was the opportunity to use a leftover piece of glulam to create 
a bathroom countertop. 
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“It was a nice touch at the very end,” says Odom. “Because 
the owner was also the builder, there was an opportunity to 
stop and pause and create something a little different than we 
had originally planned.”

And while the home’s size increased substantially, becom-
ing much bigger than originally anticipated, it doesn’t feel too 
large when you are standing inside. 

“The house is comfortable in terms of the scale and connec-
tions,” says Odom. “Once you are in it, it doesn’t feel like an 
almost 6,000-square-foot house. It is more about the place-
ment and the orientation and the views and the experience.”

The landscape, comprised of native, drought-hardy plants 
selected for their ability to sustain the harsh heat and cli-
mate, also works to create visual buffers for added privacy 
around the home. From the interiors to the exteriors and all 
around, this home is a clear response to its owners and the 
site it sits on, proving that coming to the table without an 
exact vision can sometimes lead to something better than 
could have been imagined. 

“It is rare for a client to put themselves in our hands en-
tirely,” says Katie Bingham, principal architect. “It is a fun op-
portunity being able to push ourselves, educate a client and 
design without any true boundaries from the beginning. To 
trust the office to come up with a design that would meet their 
needs without any requirements was really special.” v

ARCHITECT   Mark Odom Studio
Austin: 512.469.5950   |   San Antonio: 210.688.4630
markodomstudio.com

AWARD-WINNING 
INTERIOR DESIGN

custom homes • lofts
spec homes • commercial

512.443.3200 
www.bellavillads.com 

Stephanie J. Villavicencio, ASID
Texas Registered Interior Designer 
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TUCKED INTO THE TREES
By MAURI ELBEL   |   Photography by LEONID FURMANSKY

et back from the street in Austin’s Highland Park 
West, subtly tucked beneath a canopy of live oaks, 
the home is a perfect fit for both its tree-shaded site 

and homeowners, a retiring couple relocating from Houston 
to Austin. After purchasing the property, located high on a 
ridge overlooking Lake Austin and the Pennybacker Bridge, 
the existing home proved ill-matched to the couple’s lifestyle. 
The homeowners, both geologists with degrees from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin, were familiar with the work McK-
inney York Architects had done for the University’s Jackson 
School of Geosciences and hired the firm to design their per-
manent home. 

The couple was initially intent on remodeling the existing 

S home, but a significant study determined too many expensive 
changes were required to meet their needs. For example, the 
original house had deep porches at the front and back which 
shielded natural light from the main living spaces, which Will 
Wood, project architect for McKinney York Architects, says 
improving through renovation would have a costly cascading 
effect on other portions of the house. One of the features the 
couple most admired about the existing home was the way it 
was nestled neatly among the live oaks, and they wanted their 
new home to mimic that same feel –– remaining tucked in the 
trees with a subdued presence to the street.

“Our clients were excited about the setting of the home, 
which has expansive views, a deep lot with the house site set 

Quiet. Disciplined. Understated. 
Those are the words Heather McKinney, 

principal and founder of McKinney York 

Architects, uses to describe the 3,425-square-foot, 

three-bedroom, three-bathroom home her firm 

designed which was selected for this year’s 

AIA Austin Homes Tour.  
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and entry walk, as well as the bridged gallery in the south 
wing — levitated to give tree roots air and earth to grow — 
all reflect a desire to sit lightly on the site in deference to the 
trees. The paintings inspired floating walls and aligning walls 
on axis for dramatic art placement. Because the paintings are 
so lively, they dictated a subtle color and detail palette for the 
house and furnishings.”

Like the old house, the new home sits back from the street 
on the long lot in alignment with the neighbors. A heritage 
oak becomes the focal feature of the entry, the house wrap-
ping three sides of the tree with the roofs designed to slip 
under its boughs and a courtyard that creates a sense of en-
closure with a floating ribbon of cast-in-place concrete. The 
architects worked with arborists to create a more hospitable 
environment for the large heritage oak in the courtyard, 
placing the new foundations on the footprint of the original 
house where there were no tree roots and adding additional 
square footage on the south side of the courtyard by com-
pletely bridging over a critical root zone and floating the en-
try walk above the ground. 

The long, narrow house facilitates natural light and breezes 
from multiple sides, and the rear of the house looks through 
several groves of oaks to views of Lake Austin and the 360 
bridge. One of the home’s defining characteristics –– and one 
of McKinney’s favorite elements –– are the high clerestory 
windows that amplify the tree canopy views, accentuate the 
ceiling height and bounce light deeply into the house. 

“There is a slight echo in their design to classic industrial 
sash windows and to inspirations like the Eames house,” 
McKinney says. “From the outside, especially looking at the 
house from the back lawn, the house ‘dissolves’ into the land-
scape because the windows reflect the grove of trees. At night, 
the lantern-like quality of the lit interiors is magical.”

While the design gravitates toward a contemporary aesthet-
ic, its undertones remain warm and welcoming –– a mix of 
limestone, Shou Sugi Ban, Ipe floating decks and dark metal 
roofing that mimics the tree trunks define the exteriors while 
a minimal palette of white gallery-like walls, clean-lined built-
ins and pale rift and quarter-sawn oak floors create calm, un-
cluttered interiors.

“By intentionally downplaying these components of the 
house, it allows the landscaping and the art to complete the con-
versation,” says McKinney. “Once the art was installed and the 
landscaping completed, the warmth was fully realized.” 

As with many properties in West Austin, the home’s views 
lie to the west, which can often result in uncomfortable sum-
mer sunsets, explains Wood. “We were able to nestle the 
house and back porch into a row of oaks that shaded the west-
facing glass of the living room, allowing a great view without 
the need for window treatments of any kind,” he says. 

Landscape designer Tim Benton of Land Restoration creat-
ed a cohesiveness with the overall design, remaining sparse in 

far back from the street, amazing groves of oaks and lovely 
dappled light,” says McKinney. “They wanted a house that 
would fit beautifully and simply into that magnificent setting 
and convey their own personalities throughout.”

The couple envisioned a quiet home that could accommo-
date their hobbies, their impressive art collection and their 
visiting friends and grown children. Design objectives ranged 

from higher ceilings and more wall space for 
displaying art to a better flow throughout 
the house.  

“They were looking for a tailored, subtle 
home, which required a different approach to 
windows, trim, cabinetry — basically, all the 
details that make up a house,” says McKinney.

From form to the smallest detail, the proj-
ect remained driven by two main themes: the 
surrounding trees and views and space to dis-
play their expansive art and book collections.

“The first driver — the trees — impacted 
the exact location of the house, which had 
to accommodate root systems of significant 
oaks,” says McKinney. 

The desire to incorporate the trees into the 
design also suggested extensive glass to cre-
ate a sense of transparency, light and connec-

tivity to the surrounding landscape and views. Conversely, the 
vibrant art collection — 35 works comprising mostly School of 
Paris painters — called for ample galleries and walls. 

“Balancing those two drivers produced a design that also 
reflects their inspiration,” says McKinney. “For example, the 
Shou Sugi Ban siding and skinny posts of the porch columns 
are inspired by the trees. The floating platforms of the porch 
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his selection of plant materials to reinforce the quiet character 
of the place. 

“Personally — and I never thought I would say this about a 
project in Central Texas — one of my favorite parts of the land-
scape design is the way the trees emerge from a perfect pelt 
of green grass,” says McKinney. “It feels very Zen and unclut-
tered. The planters in the entry courtyard are raised to give a 
sense of safety to the floating walkways and to separate the 
interesting plants from the simplicity of the gravel, the moun-
tain laurels and the majestic oak.” 

But in a home like this, it’s difficult to pick a favorite. McK-
inney loves the way the ceilings meet the walls –– if you look 
closely, there is a small reveal which “lifts” the ceilings and 
makes them float, a very quiet detail designed by Wood and 
expertly executed by builder Paul Balmuth. She’s also fond of 
the bookshelves in the gallery with their peek-a-boo windows 
looking out to a single tree. But then again, there is the set of 
sliding walls in the study which dilate or close up based on the 
desire for privacy. The hidden television next to the fireplace 
rises by remote control so it doesn’t distract from the views or 
the art. And of course, the sunlight that pours into the house, 
connecting it with the landscape and views and enhancing the 
quality of the space.

The new home’s well-edited design and ability to blend into 
the site and coexist with the trees gives it a timeless feel, as if 
it has always been there.

  “It was designed to be disciplined, quiet and in harmony 
with the trees and the art,” explains McKinney. v

ARCHITECT   McKinney York Architects
512.476.0201   |   Mckinneyyork.com

BUILDER   PB Fine Construction
512.413.6416   |   Pbconstruction.net

LANDSCAPE   Land Restoration
512.989.14788   |   Landrestorationtx.com

MCKINNEY YORK ARCHITECTS

OUTDOOR LUXURY
Whether it is enjoying a morning cup of coffee and newspaper or an evening nightcap on your patio, your backyard should be 

an extension of your home. We will help you create a seamless transition from inside to outside.

G r e e n S c a p e s A u s t i n . c o m    |    5 1 2 . 2 6 3 . 3 6 6 9

GreenScapes
Landscaping
design • build • maintain
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Art and Style 
    in Santa Fe

By JULIE CATALANO

Photography by © PHOTO DOMINIQUE VORILLON

When Austin homeowners decided to open a 

business in Santa Fe, they began looking for a 

home where they could seamlessly ease into 

their new surroundings in the Land of 

Enchantment. They turned to their go-to Austin 

designer, Vickee Byrum of Yellow Door Design, 

to help them with this latest project. By combining 

an impeccable sense of style with practical needs 

for entertaining and an appreciation for local art, 

the results are, well, enchanting.

hankfully, the previous owners had complet-
ed a “painstaking renovation” on the nearly 
3,000-square foot structure in the East Side His-

toric District, says Byrum, so all that was left to do was fill the 
house with what the enterprising couple needed to create the 
perfect haven for house guests. “This is their first home in the 
area,” says Byrum, “so we bought all new furnishings.” 

That happy task was accomplished in a mere three-day 
“shopping and scouting binge” in Dallas. “My goal was to in-
troduce a sophisticated comfort through the use of a variety 
of fabrics, textures and materials. I also wanted the home to 
have an airy California feel as the husband had lived in Los 
Angeles for many years.”

Done and done. The masterfully crafted all-brick flooring, 
the luminescence of Venetian plaster walls, punctuated by pine 
ceilings with cedar beams — all provided the perfect canvas 
for nontraditional neutrals and selected custom furnishings. 

T

HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN – SAN ANTONIO   33homedesigndecormag.com32  HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN – SAN ANTONIO homedesigndecormag.com



“Santa Fe style can be very overwhelming where everything has 
kind of a heavy feel,” explains Byrum. “We wanted to get away 
from brown and tan and peach and lighten things up.” 

It worked. “You could easily take out every piece here and 
put it in a contemporary California home and it would not 
look out of place at all.” Lightening up the nonstop brick in-
volved the artful use of rugs by Stark® “that wouldn’t compete 
with the floor. I didn’t want these super-busy rugs where you 
wouldn’t pay attention to the brick.” The runner in the study 
is custom by Kyle Bunting in Mr. Crowley Herringbone. 

They also made expert use of the outdoors, with French 
doors in the living room, dining room, reading room and mas-
ter bedroom that open up to the beautifully landscaped interi-
or courtyard, bringing in endless streams of natural light that 

help to create the illusion of spaciousness. “The rooms aren’t 
that big,” says Byrum, “but we were able to make the house 
‘live big’ by using every single inch of the space.” That, she 
says, is how one of her favorite features of the house came to 
be. “What was once a closet for a printer, computer and files is 
now a bar. We removed the closet interiors and installed Ralph 
Lauren Shantou Metallic Weave wallpaper in Pearl.”

The bar is notable for another reason: It features the first 
work of art that the couple bought for their new home. En-
titled Acequia, Morning Shadows by Margi Lucena, it was a 
perfect choice considering that the actual Acequia Madre runs 
alongside the house. 

Byrum admits she clutched a bit when she first learned that 
the homeowners wanted to adorn the house exclusively with 

art from New Mexico.  She needn’t have worried. “I have loved 
every single piece that they bought.” A favorite painting is Ever 
Unto Then Ever (2013-2016), by McKay Otto in the master bed-
room. The colorful Untitled (1928) painting by Dorothy Brett 
adds a punch of color to the soothing living room; in perfect 
contrast, there’s Black Bear with Magpie (2004), charcoal on 
paper, by Susan Brearey.

At the mention of the living room, Byrum describes the 
challenge to “create seating areas that made sense” in the 25-
foot round space, which she saw for the first time with the 
previous owners furnishings. “I took everything out and put 
it all back, rearranging it four or five times, and finally landed 
on the right layout.” What she didn’t want, she says, “was the 
roundness of the room to be the talking point.” 
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By squaring the circular space using 
careful placement of a Stark wool rug in 
Platinum, custom Kisabeth sofa with a 
Clarence House fabric, and two swivel 
chairs by Baker Furniture®, “we created 
seating areas that had symmetry and 
were logical.” The room also features 
a Mimi London Fusion Lounge Chair 
which — like the two Baker pieces — 
swivels to allow for conversation or tele-
vision viewing. It’s also the ideal spot 
for the musically talented husband. “I 
wanted him to have that central chair 
where he would be in his own space 
and be super comfortable whether he 
was working on his computer or play-
ing the guitar. It’s an incredible chair.” 

More incredible chairs are found in 
the dining room, surrounding a custom 
table in reclaimed fir built by Peterson 
Antiques in Los Angeles over a Stark 
rug in Platinum. The chairs are from 
Hollywood at Home, re-editions of a chair bought at a Holly-
wood memorabilia auction and attributed to architect and fur-
niture designer T. H. Robsjohn-Gibbings. The original was made 
famous in the 1953 film How to Marry a Millionaire. “They are as 
comfortable as they are beautiful,” asserts Byrum. 

Comfort and beauty extend to the 
two guest rooms — one in cream with 
custom twin upholstered beds and 
one in muted lavender with a cus-
tom queen upholstered bed with nail 
heads — always ready for the couple’s 
four adult children and their many 
friends and business colleagues from 
around the country. “We paid extra 
care to ensure every piece we added 
was not only intentional but would 
make every guest feel completely 
comfortable,” says Byrum. Maybe too 
comfortable. “I recently spent a week 
at the house before this photo shoot, 
and I am telling the truth when I say 
I didn’t leave the house for 48 hours 
when I first arrived.”

Byrum is understandably proud of 
the project, but attributes much of its 
success to “dream clients” who know 
what they want. “We talk about the vi-

sion and they let me execute it, allowing me to design what I 
see as an environment for the best versions of themselves.” v

DESIGN   Yellow Door Design
512.423.5230   |   Yellowdoordesign.com
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A COTTAGE WITH     
CHARACTER

By MAURI ELBEL   |   Photography by LEONID FURMANSKY

An original cottage tucked in a lakeside pocket of 

West Austin — rumored to be part of the estate where 

Robert Redford spent his childhood summers — now lives 

better than it has in nearly a century of existence.

napologetically quirky and brimming with charac-
ter, the Scenic Drive residence –– one of a series of 
original stone cottages thought to have been part of 

a larger estate owned by Redford’s grandparents –– is the lat-
est project designed by Furman + Keil Architects to be featured 
on the AIA Austin Homes Tour. Completed in May, the design 
highlights the cottage’s original charm and character while 
thoughtfully transitioning it to an intimately-scaled modern 
home for its homeowner, a longtime Tarrytown resident who 
had admired the stone cottages for years. When the 1920’s-built 
property became available, he snapped it up with the long-term 
vision of downsizing to the property, and he hand-picked Fur-
man + Keil Architects for the job after admiring one of the firm’s 
projects on a former AIA Austin Homes Tour.

“Clearly what he liked about the cottage was the original 
charm and scale, the materiality of the stone and the way the 
amazing oak trees have grown up and around the house,” says 
Philip Keil, principal. “It was important to him, and to us, to 
preserve those things.”

But the house came with a host of issues, ranging from its 
problematic construction and awkward additions to its lack 
of flow and dark, dank feel, which needed to be addressed in 
order to provide a clean slate for the new design.

“When we started the process of designing the remodel, it 
was important to let the original stone cottage carry the day,” 

U
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says Keil. “All of the new additions serve as a backdrop to the 
existing construction.”

By peeling off previous piecemeal additions, maintaining 
the original footprint and utilizing most of the original rubble-
stone masonry, the 2,182-square-foot remodel comfortably 
fits into the feel and context of the neighborhood. Nestled into 
a compact and sloping site peppered with towering live oaks, 
the home now connects to the outdoors with modern steel and 
glass boxes that break out of the original massing. The simple, 
unadorned stucco, glass and steel materials that make up the 
new construction fade into the background to allow the mate-
riality of the original stone and shape of the gables to become 
the focal features of the cottage. 

“Materials were specifically chosen to complement the 
stone,” explains Keil. “The hand-burnished, uncolored stuc-
co is flat and featureless, to contrast with the stone’s color 
and texture. Steel and glass added a modern element, with 
the lightness of the steel playing against the heaviness of 
the masonry.”

The same concept was applied to the interiors. The original 
solid-masonry walls are rendered in off-white plaster, a de-
sign decision chosen for both technical and aesthetic reasons 
–– the plaster can withstand moisture migration in the mono-
lithic walls, and it also brings a soft lightness to the interiors, 
setting off the stone fireplace.

Even the floors — grayed-out white oak laid in a herring-
bone pattern with a Texas Lueders limestone border –– were 
chosen to bring in texture and scale to the room while bridging 
the gap between old and new. Steel-framed soffits clad with 
oxidized Douglas fir over the dining and entry areas continue 
to the outside, creating a cohesion between inside and out. In 
the kitchen, Lagos Azul Portuguese limestone countertops 
and oak cabinets with a figured grain add texture and pattern.

“We chose to downplay color by using warm grays, and 

instead feature material textures to enrich the cozy spaces,” 
explains Keil.

Although the lot was small, Keil says the homeowner’s spa-
tial demands remained modest and he had a strong desire to 
pare the design down to the essentials while retaining its au-
thenticity and highlighting unique features such as the inter-
esting Viking head stone carving on the fireplace. The modern 
steel and glass box elements allow light to pour into the house, 
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creating an openness 
to a space that was 
once dark and dismal, 
a feel enhanced by 
the large skylight that 
now exists over the 
heart of the home. The 
concrete garage bun-
kered into the site cre-
ates an opportunity for 
a rooftop deck and out-
door living space that 
sneaks views of Lake 
Austin. Before, a stone 
patio in the front of the 
house completely sur-
rounded and choked 
the base of a mature 

live oak. Removing the patio helped revert the cottage back to 
its original L-shaped structure with iconic gabled ends facing 
north and west while allowing the oak to thrive.

Landscape designers Mark Word and Sarah Carr collabo-
rated with the firm to come up with the idea for terraced 
gardens that spill down to create lovely outdoor spaces, fea-
turing planters with striated lines that carry through the raw 
steel and concrete site walls and the Garapa wood cladding 
of the garage. 

“It used to be very overgrown and now it just lets the house 

breathe,” says Keil of the landscape design. “The house sits 
much nicer on the land and has a much more gracious sense 
of entry and arrival.”

Keil credits the builder, Risher Martin Fine Homes, with 
bringing an impressive level of craft to a technically challeng-
ing project. 

“We had some rather fussy details that we designed to try 
to make a clean, modern expression from what were very 
rustic conditions,” says Keil. “Nothing was square or plumb, 
and there were technical challenges with keeping the ex-
terior monolithic stone walls. Building the house from the 
outside in is opposite from the way we normally build 
houses today.”

The decision to feature the old and quirky cottage as the fo-
cal point rather than tearing it down and starting from scratch 
now represents the structure’s greatest asset. 

“It shows that you can create a special place with loads of 
character when you choose to keep a piece of the past and add 
onto it,” Keil says. v  

ARCHITECT   Furman + Keil Architects
512.479.4100   |   Fkarchitects.net

BUILDER   Risher Martin Fine Homes
512.495.9090   |   Rishermartin.com

LANDSCAPE   Mark Word Design
512.440.0013   |   Markworddesign.com
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GATHER, COOK, EAT, LAUGH, STUDY. 

The kitchen is the heart of every home, but when 

space is limited, it takes smart planning and 

creative solutions to create a multifunctional and 

aesthetically appealing kitchen. We’ve provided 

six insightful tips to help you make the most out 

of the space you have in your small kitchen. With 

these simple tips, your small kitchen will feel and 

function like a much larger space.

If you are planning a complete remodel on your 

small kitchen, check out The Laura Report on 

You-Tube for more helpful advice. v

FACTORY BUILDER STORES
Austin: 512.834.1442 | San Antonio: 210.349.9333
Factorybuilderstores.com

By LAURA KENDLER   |   Photography courtesy of  FACTORY BUILDER STORES

SIX TIPS FOR A SMALL BUT  

MIGHTY 
KITCHEN

Factory Builder Stores

SMALLER APPLIANCES
Having a smaller kitchen doesn’t mean you have to compro-
mise on modern kitchen comforts. Pint-sized appliances take 
up less space and stand ready to take on the tasks of regular-
sized appliances.

WALL MOUNTS 
If you have empty walls, don’t just fill them with a calendar 
or a clock. Make the most of your open space by mounting 
racks or hooks to hold your kitchen accessories or pots and 
pans. This is also a wonderful way to eliminate clutter on 
your countertops.

OPEN SHELVING 
A smart storage solution that reduces visual weight and 
makes kitchen essentials easily accessible is open shelving. 
If you already have solid cabinets, changing the doors with a 
glass front will give the kitchen a more open feeling.

MACGYVER STORAGE 
By incorporating clever, space-maximizing storage solutions 
in your small kitchen, you will be able to utilize any and all 
open space. Consider corner drawers, pullout trash bins and 
drawer organizers. A slim pullout pantry can be tucked into 
the tightest of spaces. 

STORAGE TO THE CEILING
Even if you can’t easily access what’s in the top cabinets, 
storage is always needed in a small kitchen. Having ceiling-
height cabinets also visually expands the space and draws 
the eye upward.

CREATIVE LIGHTING
Filling the space with natural light will go a long way towards 
making a small area look more spacious. If you are limited 
on windows, the next best thing is to install lighting above 
and below your cabinets to brighten and visually enlarge 
your space.
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s a realtor, I am in and out of a lot of homes so we had 
quite a few opinions about what we wanted,” Dunni-
gan recalls of the couple’s home search that ended 

with the purchase of their 5,400-square-foot, Tuscan-style villa 
perched on City Park Road at 360 and 2222. “We wanted some-
thing more modern. When I saw the view, I knew if I showed it 
to my husband, we would be buying it. I actually thought about 
not showing it to him, but the view was too good to pass up.”

“You can’t make the view, but you can change the house,” is 
a phrase Dunnigan has spoken to her own clients on numerous 
occasions. This time, she heeded her own advice and signed the 
contract –– only after designer Sharon Radovich of Panache In-
teriors assured her a “Tuscan Detox” was attainable. 

When the two first met to walk through the home, Dunni-

By MAURI ELBEL  |  Photography by MARK ADAMS MEDIA

TUSCAN DETOX
Design | Panache Interiors

–– and quickly. With the youngest child, Savannah, in her last 
semester of high school, the project was put on fast-track so she 
could spend a couple of months before leaving for college enjoy-
ing her new bedroom (complete with a fun purple ceiling) and 
relaxing with her family by the pool.   

“You have to be really careful because when you get too far 
from the true essence of a house, a remodel can look out of 
place,” says Dunnigan. “Sharon did a great job transitioning 
the house’s look.”

To detox the Tuscan, prominent arches and interior stucco 
were removed and squared-off, the color-washed walls were 
painted white to contrast with the wood floors and trim, coun-
tertops were replaced and modern, eye-catching light fixtures 
were installed.

“I kept saying I wanted to cool everything down, making it 
not so yellow, and that was one of the things Sharon did really 
well,” recalls Dunnigan. “There are a lot of big windows in the 
house and she did a great job at pulling the outdoor elements 
in so when you are looking out of the windows, it really is like 
being outside. Sometimes the sky outside is the same exact 
slate blue color that she chose for my husband’s office which 
also plays off the pool.”

Before

gan was understandably “rattled” –– she had just discovered a 
rattlesnake curled up in the kitchen of the vacant, unfurnished 
house. Once the snake was ushered out of the house and her 
nerves subsided, she and Radovich walked through the house to 
discuss design ideas that could dramatically change the home’s 
look without having to tear down and replace everything. 

While there were several qualities the couple liked about the 
home, including its open floorplan, downstairs master suite and 
separate office and dining areas, other design features had to go 

When Erin Dunnigan first discovered the 

home she now shares with her husband Bill, 

it had all of the qualities the couple wanted to 

avoid ranging from its dated Tuscan look to its 

sprawling size. But the view, overlooking the 

green rolling hills of a protected wildlife pre-

serve, was breathtaking enough to 

compensate for the home’s existing aesthetics.

A“
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In the main living space, built-in bookshelves were flipped 
into adjacent rooms while the arches above were eliminated. 
Now, crisp white paint contrasts flawlessly with the wood 
floors and beams, and gray, soothing textures and colors cre-
ate a more relaxing, inviting space. Modern elements span-
ning the silver-leafed cocktail table that sits atop a plush, 
silken rug and the pair of framed herons flanking the lime-
stone fireplace that add an exotic pop of color create a more 
timeless look and feel. 

Like most families, the Dunnigan’s and their guests seem 
to constantly migrate to the kitchen, a space that was once 
dominated by a rounded, adobe vent hood that looked like an 
outdoor pizza oven. Flat Creek Cabinets created a sleeker look 
that blends well with the rest of the modern edits by removing 
island ornamentation and deconstructing and reframing the 
vent hood to match the cabinets which were painted and given 
new hardware. 

“We had the breakfast area’s built-in buffet removed and de-
signed a hidden work station and the bench seating,” says Ra-
dovich. “Since parties tend to happen in the kitchen, I wanted 
ample places for her guests to perch. Erin says the bench is 
always in use when friends and family gather.”

Stain-proof Dekton® counters were installed to alleviate 
worry about wine stains and a gray-toned back splash comple-
ments the Carrera look of the counters. Both the lighter brick 
glass tile backsplash and the wood ceilings repainted white 

help to brighten the kitchen while champagne-colored light 
fixtures balance the gold-toned floor. 

Unique custom touches play nicely throughout the house 
ranging from the modern, 500-plus bottle floating wine cellar, 
installed by Grandeur Cellars, in the dining room to the clever 
way Radovich displayed the couple’s collection of shot glasses. 

“I am an advocate of showcasing collections and Bill has 
a lot of shot glasses,” says Radovich. “Each shot glass has a 
story from someplace they have traveled, and I enjoyed Bill’s 
enthusiasm as he shared a few. I contracted Flat Creek Cabi-
nets to construct the display shelves in a prominent location 
so that visitors could enjoy hearing Erin and Bill reminisce 
over their favorites.”

Meshing modern finishes, furnish-
ings and artwork with the existing archi-
tecture results in a home that exudes ca-
sual elegance from every room. With its 
blend of classic accents and transitional 
furnishings, the house is up to date and 
worthy of its timeless view.

“It is totally different from what it 
started with in both look and feel –– I 
am very happy inside this space and the 
finishes are fabulous,” says Dunnigan. “I 
think we were successful in turning this 
into a home we really wanted.” v 

PANACHE INTERIORS
512.452.7773  |  Panacheinteriors.com

Before

Before
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t’s a designers’ dream come true — it can sometimes take a 
homeowner years to incorporate a whole house design. Work-
ing with builders on model homes allows us the ability to do 

the entire home at one time, all from scratch with a complete 
vision,” says Dewalt.

Though asked weekly, she declines private client work, 
but there have been the rare exceptions — such was the case 
with Laura Lund and her home in the Mueller community. A 
busy professional who travels often, she also does burlesque. 
“She’s a showgirl with a big personality and spunk and en-

tertains a lot. I wanted that to be reflected 
in her home.” 

Starting with Laura’s favorite color, 
turquoise, Dewalt and Director of De-
sign, Craig Dorman, set about injecting 
it throughout the décor. “The style of the 
home is modern farmhouse so we went 
in that direction with whitewashed light 
oak floors and white walls with integrated 
touches of color throughout.” Laura ap-
proved the finishes for counters and tiles 
but the rest of the home was without cli-
ent influence. “She wanted it to be model 
home beautiful, ready for move-in and she 
wanted to be surprised.”

Dewalt, who holds a Master in Residen-
tial Marketing designation and is a certi-
fied instructor of IRM III, Lifestyle Design 
and Merchandising, has some design ten-
ants she abides to. “I like every room to 
have a pop of color, an exclamation mark.” 
Selecting pieces like the turquoise cre-
denza from the Bassett Furniture HGTV 
Home Collection brought the favored 
color into the living room. Color-blocked 
ceiling-to-floor curtains add repetition of 
turquoise along with a neutral gray. The 
yellow accent table was inspired by the 
painted stripes in the hallway which leads 
to the custom-made turquoise barn door 
that slides open to reveal a dog spa and 
shower. It’s one of Dewalt’s favorite color 
techniques. “I like when there is a clear view from the front 
door through to the back of the home. We will often paint 
that wall a color to really create a focal point that’s unex-
pected.”

Color is a design element Dewalt embraces and values. “Col-
or is important as it creates the mood for the entire home and 
is fundamental to home design.” As an industry leader in the 
field of model home merchandising, Dewalt often uses color to 
make model homes memorable. “The repetition of color is one 
way to create memory points for buyers. We want our client’s 
models to stand out from the competition.”

For home décor, she recommends picking a color that you 
like and colors that you love to wear — not what is trendy. 

By CHERYL VAN TUYL JIVIDEN
Photography by RACHEL KAY – APPLEBOX IMAGING

 COLOR FOR ALL 
AND ALL FOR COLOR

Design | Mary Dewalt Design Group

She also advises to get a good six samples of accent paints to 
try out. You can also pull colors from fabrics. “When you’ve 
found your colors, build that repetition with paint, window 
coverings, pillows, rugs and chairs. Don’t use them for major 
upholstery pieces because it will be expensive to change if you 
want to switch things up.”  

If pronounced color isn’t your style, you can still have a dy-
namic look. “The biggest thing is contrast. You can go with all 
beige or white, but do different color depths. It will make it 
more interesting and dramatic.” v 

MARY DEWALT DESIGN GROUP
512.236.0017  |  Marydewaltdesigngroup.com

Mary Dewalt sets the bar high for wow factor. 

It’s the standard she delivers for the work she 

and her team create at Mary Dewalt Design Group 

based in Austin. Focusing exclusively on model 

home design, the award-winning interior design 

group works with national and privately held 

volume home builders.  

I“
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When you were looking at the room as a whole, did the over-
all room design follow the furniture pieces, or did you select 
your upholstery based on the room? In other words-which 
came first, the chicken, or the egg?

This particular client has a great eye and a bold style. She’s 
not afraid of color and it’s part of her design aesthetic. In her 
mind, pink is a neutral color! While I knew the majority of this 
project was going to be about recovering things, I still had to 
take the whole space into consideration.  

The living room is very narrow and long — and the large 
sofa is a focal point. We knew we had to get that color right, 
so we found on a nice, lush green velvet. From that point, I 
took into consideration other elements that weren’t changing 
— mainly the rug — and built a story from there. The rug has 
blues, reds and dark pinks in it so the Ikat print on the recliner 
was a great match. The chair opposite the recliner was her 
grandmother’s. By incorporating a graphic, embroidered fab-
ric, we added a different texture and injected a bit of moder-
nity into an otherwise traditional furniture shape. The pillows 
were like the icing on the cake.

(Sofa fabric by Schumacher; recliner fabric by Vervain; vintage 

chair fabric by Lee Jofa; trim on vintage chair by Kravet.)
The only things we changed in the library were the two 

chairs. The fabrics on the fronts and backs are different. Many 
people can’t see how seemingly different fabric can, in fact, 
work together.

(Chair fabrics — front and back — by Christopher Farr Cloth)

The vibe here is so joyful and colorful, but there is nothing 
childish about it. Any tips for people who want to incorporate 
lots of color into their home, but are worried about it coming 
off as juvenile?

This house is a great example because there is nothing about 
this space that doesn’t say “sophisticated.”   An easy way to be-
gin to incorporate more color is by starting small. Sofa pillows 
are a great place to inject a fun print or a bold hue because they 
don’t have to be terribly expensive or permanent. Another great 
place is with your art and wall hangings, especially if your walls 
are a neutral color. Be careful with bright colors that seem to be 
“on trend” or “of the moment” because they will always grow 
old and outdated. Most importantly, be true to yourself. If your 
favorite color is green, then go with green! Just be bold with 

your selections.  And if you’re just not confident enough, then 
hire a professional to help. I think it’s always better to spend a 
little more money to have it done right versus spending money 
over and over again, only to make the same mistakes.

Collections add such a personal touch to this home! Well-
curated art, pottery, orchids and artifacts are all on display. 
How do you help your clients display their important collec-
tions without creating a cluttered environment?

I think it’s very important to display things. It makes for a 
well-lived home, one with a soul and a personality. This cli-
ent has collected things all her life. She’s in her 70’s now, but 
she’s amassed a wonderful and eclectic collection of trinkets, 
artifacts and other objets de art. It’s about truly loving what 
she surrounds herself with and displaying these treasures in 
a beautiful way.

When arranging things, it’s important that it be somewhat 
organized. I start by asking the client to edit their things. I don’t 
want them to hold onto something just to display it. I like to cre-
ate little vignettes, whereby I can combine different shapes, tex-
tures and colors. Or I’ll group like things together. In my house, 
I have a shelf that is dedicated to Paris. Bottom line, I always 
try to create a story. It’s not a story that has a beginning and an 
end. It’s more like a paragraph. It provides a brief glance into 
someone’s life.  That way, things stay personal and relevant and 
hint at what kind of person the homeowner is.  

Can you just tell me about your favorite piece in these 
rooms, whether it be furniture, object or art?

One of my favorite things is the portrait of the homeown-
er when she was younger, which hangs in the library. Her 
mother had it commissioned in the 1960s and had it hung 
in the family’s living room, alongside one of her sister. It’s a 

large piece, and it’s magnificent and sort of regal. v

THE GALEANA YOUNGER GROUP
210.473.2028  |   Galeana.younger@gmail.com

With an eclectic assortment of furnishings 

draped in unique color mixes, textures and 

patterns, we sat down with designer 

Galeana Younger of The Galeana Group in 

San Antonio to learn more about how she 

used bold fabrics to define these two spaces. 

By ANGELA RABKE   |   Photography by MARK MENJIVAR

COLOR AND 
COLLECTIONS 
COMBINED

Design | Why This Space Works
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t was going to be the simplest 
project I had ever worked 
on, right?” laughs Marsha 

Topham AIA, Senior Project Ar-
chitect for CG&S Design-Build 
of her treehouse-styled deck de-
sign. “All I had to do was put a 
simple roof over an existing deck 
— but it turned out it wasn’t 
quite that simple. Our clients 
weren’t quite empty nesters at 
the beginning of this project, but 
they could look ahead and see 
their lives at home were about 
to change. Their children were 
older, either in college or about 

to graduate high school. It was the perfect time 
to turn this space they hardly used at all into 
an entertainment space that they could enjoy 
and cozy up.”

Topham immediately noticed the home’s 
original deck design offered no protection 
from the summer sun and the constant clean-
ing of debris during autumn meant the area 
was virtually unused all year. Falling leaves 
and the fine patina of tree pollen that coats 
everything from decks and patios to outdoor 
furnishings and appliances meant conducting 
a clean sweep — literally — before even think-
ing about putting steaks on the grill. 

“It just wasn’t much fun for my clients out 
there,” says Topham of the home’s exposed 
deck area, “and I wanted to change that for 
them.”

While creating the new engaging space, 
there were important building parameters 
Topham had to keep in mind, including ensur-
ing the structural foundation beams would 
support the new deck add-ons of an overhead 
roof and additional cabinetry. 

“The deck is on the second floor, and there 
were some posts and footings down below. 
We wanted to use the same post locations 
up to the roof line and put in longer posts 
that would continue all the way up to the 
roof line,” Topham says. Topham also had 
the topography around the deck to consider 
as part of the deck design. “The area to the 
rear of their deck is open, with the pool off 

to one side. On the other side 
is a neighbor whose property 
is very close to the deck. The 
homeowners wanted to keep 
the open feeling, but wanted to 
be screened for some privacy,” 
explains Topham. 

“The homeowners wanted an 
outdoor TV area, where they 
could just hang out and watch 
sports, so we thought that would 
be a good place to put the TV,” 
recalls Topham. “I thought it 
could work as a kind of screen 
from the neighbor, and they 
could keep the open views to the 
back and the side.”

Topham designed cabinetry that could secure the TV when 
the homeowners were not outside on the deck. The cabinet 
doors close and lock, and the open shelving on either side 
of the TV provides an attractive look in either the open or 
closed positions.

To maintain the integrity of the home’s original design, 
Topham used cedar to create a warm, woodsy charm. “We 
wanted to tie in the new design with the cedar that was al-
ready there,” says Topham. “I couldn’t imagine switching to 
another material, as it fit nicely with the trees, and having the 
wood ceiling gave it that warm, outdoor feeling.”

As the remodeling project got underway, Topham says her 

clients decided they wanted to include a fireplace with their 
entertainment wall. Topham was appreciative of CG&S De-
sign-Build project manager Nathan Morris, who was able to 
skillfully dovetail the new request seamlessly into the proj-
ect’s timeline while making the requested changes to the 
original design.

“We looked at different options, including a wood burning 
fireplace,” says Topham, “but that, as well as a traditional gas 
fireplace, became overly complicated for a deck area. So we put 
in an EcoSmart™ stainless steel firebox that uses bioethanol 
fuel. You literally just pour the fuel into a reservoir and light 
it. You don’t have to run a special gas line to it, and you don’t 
have to worry about shutting anything off. You don’t even have 

to burn all the fuel at one time. 
It’s very simple to use. My clients 
love it, because it’s a great place 
to entertain or just hang out.”

The result of Topham’s design 
is a cozy space that seems more 
treehouse than deck, giving the 
impression of floating effortless-
ly among the surrounding oak 
trees with an elegant simplic-
ity that belies all the planning 
and work that went into its cre-
ation. “Sometimes, simple is re-
ally deceiving,” laughs Topham. 
“Sometimes, trying to make 
things look simple is actually 
more difficult.” v

CG&S DESIGN-BUILD
512.444.1580   |   Cgsdb.com

Design | Outdoor

THE TREEHOUSE 
      EFFECT
CG&S Design-Build takes 
outdoor living to a new level
By JACKIE BENTON   Photography by TRE DUNHAM

As the sizzle of the Central Texas summer slides into the 

cooler fall temperatures, football season kicks off and 

heralds a time for cooking out, gathering around the fire pit, 

or snuggling up to cheer your team to victory. Now, 

imagine that that outdoor living experience is in a 

fantastical treehouse-style setting with all the amenities, 

and it would be just like that secret childhood clubhouse 

you’d always imagined — only better.

I“
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ityVista, a luxury residential development positioned 
in the heart of San Antonio, marries unparalleled 
vistas of the city’s downtown skyline with one of the 

best locations in town. As a prestigious residential development 
in downtown San Antonio, erected on one of the highest eleva-
tions in the city, the project called for interiors worthy of its 
fabulous view and prime location in the midst of the city’s shop-
ping and culinary scene. Casey Roy of Casey Roy Design and 
Citrine Home was up to the challenge, creating chic, urban in-
teriors worthy of the project’s superior downtown location and 
views. “Our design directive was to create a luxury living envi-
ronment with a resort-style aesthetic,” says the San Antonio-

By MAURI ELBEL   |   Photography by MICHAEL HUNTER

art, glam accessories, mixed colors and textures make these 
spaces energetic and stylish. A stark contrast of black and 
white walls against a black patterned wood floor provides 
a vibrant backdrop to the large scale abstract art pieces. A 
couple of favorite statements in these spaces are the black 
and white zebra rug and the opposing silver and gold leaf 
river rock coffee tables. The layers of color and pattern in 
the pillows add to the artful style of the spaces. We love the 
texture that the silver shaggy rug adds to the overall mix. We 
were drawn to each of the furnishing pieces for what they 
contributed to the overall collection of this artful and colorful 
statement of style. Locally, at Citrine Home, we have curated 
similar stylish finds that are available in our showroom and 
online. From furniture to pillows, art and accessories and 
rugs and lamps, the store is a treasure trove of statement 
pieces and chic finds.  

What do the interiors convey about your design philosophy?
CR: We design specifically for each client and project. We 

don’t have a singular style or look. Our design philosophy is to 
simply create beautiful spaces that reflect the preferences and 
style of our clients.

SOPHISTICATED, 
GLAMOROUS 
AND BOLD

based designer. “We needed to create ‘wow’ moments, not just 
in the lobby, but throughout the property.” 

Casey Roy Design was involved in all phases of design and 
construction for the five-level development nestled between 
Trinity University and the University of Incarnate Word, com-
prised of 140 residential units, a rooftop terrace, coffee bar, 
interior courtyards, multiple interior living areas and an envi-
able pool deck outfitted with posh cabanas. “Within our scope 
of work, we made all finish selections for the property and 
provided all furnishings for the public spaces and the model 
units,” says Roy. “It was an ideal scenario to accomplish our 
client’s vision for CityVista.”

Roy, who had collaborated with the client on an array of di-
verse projects in the past, recently sat down with Home De-
sign & Decor magazine to chat about how she combined her 
seasoned design savvy with the project’s sense of place to cre-
ate CityVista’s stylishly stunning lobby and great room.

For this particular project, what were the main objectives 
driving the design? 

CR: This client is design savvy and sensitive to the re-
gional influences of each project. For CityVista, their vision 
for the development was to mirror the sophisticated, cultur-
ally vibrant aspects of San Antonio and make the interiors 
an artful, bold expression of urban style. Also, the central 
location and proximity to areas such as Alamo Heights, Pearl 
Brewery and downtown make it attractive to sophisticated 
professionals who want easy access to hot new restaurants, 
nightlife and shopping.  

What was the main inspiration that guided your interior 
design selections throughout the project? 

CR: CityVista is reflective of San Antonio’s cosmopolitan 
population. People flock to this area to live, work and play. 
Whether they are visiting, full-time residents or establish-

C

CityVista’s design combines San Antonio’s 
vibrant culture and downtown urban style

Design | Commercial

ing a home-away-from home, San Antonio 
is a colorful mix of people, cultures and life-
styles. The vibrance and energy of the city 
helped to establish the statement aesthetic 
for CityVista.

The lobby is so much fun. From statement 
lighting to the fun textures, prints and colors 
that pop against black and white walls, please 
elaborate on some of your favorite finds and 
what they do for the space overall.

CR: The collection of funky lighting, bold 

Finally, what advice would you give others 
seeking to create a fun, creative yet well-bal-
anced space like the one you’ve designed for 
CityVista’s lobby and great room? 

CR: For design success, establish a vision 
for the space and use it as a roadmap for 
making selections and for editing. Every de-
sign decision should boost your vision and 
make a statement. v

CASEY ROY INTERIOR DESIGN
210.560.2174   |   Caseyroydesign.com
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hen Sonora, Mexico native Patricia Ruiz-Healy, 
the proprietor and director of her company the 

Ruiz-Healy Art gallery, followed a year of study 
in Mexico City with a year in London, everything changed. 
“The world opened up to me. There was so much culture, the-
ater, opera and art. It was then that I knew what I wanted 
to do with my life.” The dream continued with her marriage 
to Juan Ruiz-Healy who wanted to be a painter when he was 
young and grew up with art in his home and whose parents 
were passionate about art appreciation. Her husband’s work 
as a journalist had the family relocating to Miami where he 
worked as the nightly news anchor for the Spanish Interna-
tional Network now known as Univision. After that post the 
family moved to San Antonio where they established their 
home and their daughters were raised. 

By CHERYL VAN TUYL JIVIDEN  |   Photography courtesy of RUIZ-HEALY ART

ART HERE AND THERE –
Art & Culture

from around the world will be available. “It’s 
such an honor to be participating in the New 
York show,” says Ruiz-Healy who’s also very 
active in other important art festivals in New 
York City and Miami where she showcases her 
Texas artists. “It’s a wonderful service for your 
patrons that you have relationships with and 
can introduce those artists to America.” Being 
an avid collector of many years has given her 
special access to important European, Mexican 
and American galleries and collections, as well 
as personal relationships with the artists that 
Ruiz-Healy Art represents. 

Ruiz-Healy is the exclusive representative 
for the estate of Chuck Ramirez and offers photographs of the 
beloved San Antonio artist whose work has been exhibited na-
tionally and internationally.  His large format, limited edition 
photograph, Seven Days: Breakfast Tacos, is part of the Smith-
sonian American Art Museum’s permanent collection.

Local artist’s works are more in demand now, says Ruiz-
Healy, “I’ve seen a shift in the last two to three years. Sophis-
ticated collectors are looking to local artists who stand out and 

are comparable to New York 
artists. Of course there is still a 
strong demand for Latin Ameri-
can artists. The local artists that 
I represent are more conceptu-
ally driven and research-based in 
their work.”

There are buyer trends as 
well, Ruiz-Healy says, “For the 
last 20 years there’s been a 
growing concentration on photo 
curation. People are valuing it 
and respecting photography as 
an art form.” Fine art prints are 
gaining momentum in San Anto-
nio as well, “There’s a big inter-
est here and a strong collector 
base of good prints.” 

Her devotion to art continues. 
Ruiz-Healy is currently a PhD 
candidate (ABD) at The Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin where she 

is completing a Doctorate in Latin American Studies, with a con-
centration in Art History. v

RUIZ-HEALY ART
210-804-2219   |   Ruizhealyart.com

BRIDGES 
THE GAP

PATRICIA
 RU

IZ-H
EA

LY

Ruiz-Healy holds a Master’s Degree in Art History from the 
University of Texas at San Antonio. She has done postgradu-
ate work in London, England at Sotheby’s Institute of Art and 
Courtauld Institute of Art, and is the author of the recently 
published book, Mathias Goeritz. 

In 2006 she opened her Olmos Park gallery — at that time 
it was by appointment only, focusing on what she knew best 
and was most familiar with, notable Latin American artists. 
With its success, she expanded the business to have retail 
hours and a wider range of art to include local artists. Now, 
a decade later, she says there are two columns her gallery 
is built on — one column is Latin American and the second 
is Texas-connected artists. Ruiz-Healy explains, “I identified 
the underrepresentation of Texas artists who didn’t have a 
way to gain wider exposure with curators and collectors. Be-

yond local artists, there are very talented artists across the 
state, as well as those that live elsewhere but are influenced 
by Texas in their work.”  

The desire to share that talent with a broader audience was 
key in Ruiz-Healy’s exhibitions in Mexico City and San Antonio 
when she partnered with Galería Karen Huber in Mexico City 
and curator Octavio Avendaño Trujilo. Held earlier this year, the 
San Antonio exhibit, Straight from Mexico, featured four Mexi-
can artists while the Straight 
from San Antonio exhibit held in 
Mexico City featured five Alamo 
City artists with Conceptual and 
Abstract backgrounds who all 
have exhibited locally. Ruiz-Healy 
says, “Mexico City is a cultural 
center with a strong artistic base 
and was wonderful exposure for 
the San Antonio artists. Contem-
porary Art is strong in both cities 
and the dual exhibits strengthen 
that connection.”

In 2013 Ruiz-Healy added a 
by-appointment-only New York 
City gallery in Park Avenue and 
79th street where her daughter 
Patti has recently joined the fam-
ily business after working for So-
theby’s Auction, New York City. 
Ruiz-Healy is a fine art print deal-
er, a member of the prestigious 
International Fine Prints Dealers Association (IFPDA) and one 
of only three in Texas. The New York City gallery has allowed 
her to bring art to collectors and buyers there, but also to presti-
gious print fairs like the upcoming IFPDA Print Fair in the Park 
Avenue Armory where the top fine art prints and original prints 

W

PATRICIA RUIZ-HEALY
JANET ROGERS PHOTOGRAPHY

JESSE AMADO
CONSEQUENCES #3
VIRGIN WOOL FELT WITH TAILORS PINS 65 X 15 X 9.5”

CHUCK RAMIREZ
ACENAR: MUY BORRACHO
PERMANENT INK JET PRINT 32 X 48”

PEDRO FRIEDEBERG
CUARTEL GENERAL DE LIBERACIÓN ARCHIMETAFISICA 

HIPEROMEOPATICA POLIPROTOHIPERPSEUDOFILOSOFICA 2016
ACRYLIC AND STAMPS ON MUSEUM BOARD 

29.5 X 29.5”
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ole evolved over the centuries to incorporate ingre-
dients and techniques arriving from Europe and 
Asia, eventually becoming a Baroque preparation 

that layers flavors and textures from dozens of diverse ingredi-
ents. But this festive dish is much more than what some mistak-
enly label as a “Mexican chocolate sauce.” Although the word 
immediately conjures mole poblano, the dark, rich sauce that 
originated in the state of Puebla, it is important to clarify that 
moles come in a variety of colors, textures and flavors, based on 
regional ingredients and preferences. 

Legends abound regarding the origin of mole, but we will 
never know exactly how the dish we know today came to 
be. The most widely believed — or distributed — story is 
that the nuns of the Santa Rosa convent in the city of Puebla 
created the dish in the XVII century while hurriedly prepar-
ing a special feast for a visiting archbishop. Supposedly, the 
convent’s cook accidentally threw chiles, tomatoes and even 
chocolate into a pot where she was preparing a turkey stew 
using Spanish staples like bread, nuts and spices. However, 
upon studying mole recipes through time, cookbook author 
and Mexican food historian Ricardo Muñoz Zurita concludes 
that they carefully evolved over many years. He argues that 

M

aca they make other moles.” These classic 
seven moles are mole negro, mole coloradito, 
mole verde, mole Amarillo or amarillito, mole 
rojo, mole chichilo and manchamanteles. (See 
sidebar on page 62 for descriptions.)

De la Vega’s recipe for Oaxacan black mole, 
the restaurant’s signature dish, calls for five 
varieties of chiles including some specially im-
ported from Oaxaca, and it takes the chef and 
her staff three days to make from start to fin-
ish. This serious, artisanal approach is a point 
of pride for the chef. “There are a few chiles 
that are common to all Mexican moles, such as 
ancho, guajillo, pasilla and mulato,” she says. 
“In Oaxaca, we also use black, red and yellow 
chilhuacles, red and yellow chiles costeños and 
chile chilcostle.” At El Naranjo, the menu cur-
rently boasts the intricate mole negro; a fresh, 
light and herbaceous mole verde; and a mole 
amarillo that the chef loves for its wonderful 
texture, acidity and slight spiciness. 

Because of their complex and time-consum-
ing recipes, home cooks in Mexico usually pre-
pare mole only for special occasions and cele-
brations such as weddings, baptisms, birthdays 
and Day of the Dead. Here in Texas, local res-
taurants often cut corners by using commercial 
mole paste, but that’s not the case at South La-
mar’s El Mesón. Chef Marisela Godinez prides 
herself in her home-style cooking, using recipes 
taught by her mother. “My mom used to make 
a red mole that was not from Puebla — in fact, 
the recipe came from my paternal grandmother 
who was from Hidalgo, like my mom,” says the 
chef. “When we opened the restaurant, my mole was labeled 
“red mole from Hidalgo” on the menu, but I changed the de-
scription because people were very familiar with mole poblano. 
Of course, I also had to change the recipe.” 

At El Mesón the menu always features this mole, as well as 
a delicious green mole with pork and fresh fava beans. “My 
mom made the green pipián, and also another red one (more 
yellow than red, really) with pork.” But Godinez found that 
her mole recipes didn’t quite convert to the large amounts 
needed to serve her customers. It was during an Austin visit 
from renowned Mexican chef Patricia Quintana that she found 
the solution. “The chef was staying with us, so I asked her to 
taste the green mole… after a few tastings and various tweaks 
we finally arrived at the correct proportions so it would be fit 
to serve at the restaurant.”

By CLAUDIA ALARCON   |   Photography courtesy of EL NARANJO

 THE MOLES 
OF MEXICO

Foodie

MOLE AMARILLO

Some San Antonio restaurants also take the time and effort 
to prepare their moles from scratch, and longstanding favorite 
Rosario’s is always on the short list of best options. They serve 
their Puebla-style peanut mole atop a boneless chicken breast 
garnished with toasted sesame seeds, or doused over chicken 
enchiladas with melted Monterey Jack cheese. v

EL NARANJO
512.474.2776   |   Elnaranjo-restaurant.com

EL MESON
512.442.4441   |   Elmesonaustin.wordpress.com

ROSARIO’S
210.223.1806   |   Rosariossa.com

MOLE NEGRO

Perhaps the most iconic dish in Mexican gastronomy, mole is steeped in history, lore and complex-

ity. Its origins date to pre-Columbian Mexico, where cultures like the Maya and Aztec prepared 

elaborate sauces using chiles, seeds, herbs and tomatoes cooked with indigenous vegetables and 

meats — the name mole is derived from the Nahuatl word mulli, meaning a sauce or stew. 

indigenous cooks were experienced in handling, process-
ing and grinding the chiles and knew how to combine them 
with other ingredients. Spanish nuns eventually agreed to let 
these women incorporate such ingredients into European-
style preparations, resulting in a dish that is truly Mexican. 
Today, there are dozens of moles prepared in all regions of 
Mexico from Coahuila to Yucatan, but the most iconic hail 
from Puebla and the southern state of Oaxaca.

Renowned chef Iliana de la Vega, former Culinary Institute 
of America instructor and owner of El Naranjo Restaurant in 
Austin, is an expert on Oaxacan cuisine — the original El 
Naranjo in Oaxaca City garnered the chef international ac-
claim. She explains that, unlike mole poblano, Oaxacan mole 
does not have a romanticized story about its origin. “Josefina 
Velazquez de Leon, a legendary cooking instructor who was 
the first to start cataloging the regional cuisines of Mexico, 
wrote a book on Oaxacan cuisine with the help of several 
housewives who were famous for their cooking skills and 
shared their recipes,” says De la Vega. “This is the first time 
that Oaxaca’s famed seven moles are mentioned together in 
a book. It is important to mention that said seven moles are 
from the Central Valleys of Oaxaca. In other regions of Oax-

PIPIAN VERDE
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New advances in technology provide ‘invisible design’ that 
impacts everything from lighting to appliances.

HOME ENVIRONMENT
By using a home’s Wi-Fi network and 

Bluetooth via smart phones, the temper-
ature of a specific room or whole house 
can be controlled. Smart thermostats can 
also be pre-programed to adjust automati-
cally depending on the time of day.

But environment isn’t limited to temper-
ature alone. Overall room lighting can be 
controlled as well as specific task lighting. 

One of the best aspects of managing 
home resources using smart technology 
is the impact on the environment. Home-
owners can benefit from decreased electric 
bills as rooms are more easily monitored 
and maintained for the ideal experience. 

KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS
Consumer demand is shifting from natural stones that require 

more maintenance to new, technologically advanced products 
that include quartz for kitchen and bathroom counters. Quartz 
offers the beauty of natural stones without the upkeep of marble 
or granite — especially when it comes to heat-proofing and stains.

Appliances continue to evolve with technology — especially 
for aging in place. Consumers can now see more ergonomic op-
tions such as oven doors that open like a car door, from left to 
right versus up and down. Kitchen designers trained in Univer-
sal Design can incorporate electrical, plumbing and accessibili-
ty-related products.

Touch-activated faucets have grown in popularity for both 
kitchens and baths. No longer do home chefs need to worry 
about contaminating the kitchen faucet with raw eggs or meat. 
They also conserve water with an automatic shut off.

A favorite combination of design and technology is the flush-
less toilet. A once commercial-only technology, flush-less tech-
nology makes it possible to flush the toilet with the wave of 
your hand. 

There are so many ways to incorporate technology into your 
remodeling project. Prioritizing things such as home efficiency 
and accessibility can provide a clear map for you and your re-

modeling expert to create the home of your dreams. v

To find a professional remodeler in Austin or San Antonio, 
visit Austinnari.org or Remodelsanantonio.org.

TECHNOLOGY IS 
INVISIBLE DESIGN

REMODELER’S ADVICE

MARTHA BIZZELL, 
Executive Director, 
NARI San Antonio

KAYVON LEATH,
Executive Director,

 Austin NARI

Although there are myriad types of mole, most share common 
or similar ingredients that include dried or fresh chiles, dry 
spices, fresh herbs, vegetables and fruit, and thickening agents 
such as almonds, pecans, pine nuts, peanuts, pumpkin seeds, 
sesame seeds, stale bread, charred corn tortillas or fresh corn 
masa. These are some of the most popular moles in Mexico.

Mole Poblano
A dark brown mole made with peanuts, almonds, pecans, 

pumpkin seeds, sesame seeds, raisins, chocolate and chiles 
ancho, pasilla, mulato and chipotle. Usually served with tur-
key or chicken.

Mole Negro Oaxaqueño
A very dark, almost black mole (hence the name) that incor-

porates charred corn tortillas, egg bread, ripe plantains, pea-
nuts, almonds, pecans, pumpkin seeds, sesame seeds, raisins, 
chocolate and chiles chilhuacle negro, chilhuacle rojo, pasilla 
and mulato. Usually served with turkey or chicken.

Mole Verde
Fresh and herbaceous, made with tomatillos and a variety 

of green herbs and vegetables like lettuce, radish leaves, hoja 
santa, cilantro, chile poblano, serrano or chile de agua, thick-
ened with fresh corn masa and pumpkin seeds. Best with 
chicken, pork, shrimp or fish.

Mole Amarillo
A yellowish-orange mole made for pork or chicken and veg-

etables like squash, chayote or green beans in a sauce of to-
matoes, tomatillos, chiles ancho, pasilla, chilhuacle amarillo, 
guajillo, costeño amarillo and chilcostle, and seasoned with 
hoja santa, a herb widely used in tropical Mexico. 

Mole Manchamanteles
The name of this unique mole means “tablecloth-stainer” 

due to its bright orange hue. It combines pork with chunks 
of tropical fruit like plantains and pineapples in a sauce made 
with chile ancho, guajillo and pasilla or mulato, sesame seeds, 
almonds, garlic, oregano and cloves.

Mole Coloradito
A mole with a red hue from chile guajillo that also includes 

chile ancho and chilcostle, tomatoes, onions, plantains, bread, 
dry spices and a hint of chocolate. Usually served with pork 
or chicken.

Mole Rojo
A brick-red mole generally made with pork, it is one of the 

spiciest moles, seasoned with chile ancho and chilhuacle rojo, 
allspice, black pepper, clove, oregano, onions, garlic, almonds 
and sesame seeds.

The Moles of Mexico | Continued



Texas is filled to 

overflowing with candy 

stores, candy companies, 

candy to buy for yourself 

and candy to mail to lucky 

others as the gifting season 

approaches. After studying, 

researching, sampling and sa-

voring, we have come to one 

conclusion: Candy is good. 

Thinking about it, 

eating it, thinking about 

eating it — it’s the best. 

Check out these selected 

sweet shops, and feel like a 

kid in a candy store again. 

By JULIE CATALANO

CRUSHING
        ON

CANDY

BIG TOP CANDY SHOP, AUSTIN 
512.462.2220
facebook.com/bigtopcandyshop

Brandon Hodge absolutely loves to talk about 
candy, and that’s a good thing considering 
he’s surrounded by it in his very own store on 
South Congress Avenue in Austin. “I thought it 
would be a cool thing to have,” he says of the 
1,600-square-foot space he opened in 2007, 
never anticipating the resurgence of candy 
stores that was well on its way at the time, 
along with the impending rebirth of the soda 
fountain (which occupies one wall). The circus-
themed atmosphere with posters, cutouts and 
banners in maroon and gold hues reminiscent 
of vintage big tops boasts thousands of variet-
ies of packaged candies, along with their big-
gest seller — chocolate covered bacon. Hodge 
waxes poetic on the nature of candy: “A candy 

ing the popular Minties and their “party mix” varieties. The 
Cadbury Cherryripe, “a shredded cherry, coconut and dark 
chocolate bar,” is very popular, says Ambrose. The allure of 
Australian candy is “the scarcity of it. It’s hard to find in Amer-
ica and there aren’t many similar products.” 

SEE’S CANDIES, SAN ANTONIO   |   210.541.0230
SEE’S CANDIES, AUSTIN   |   512.372.1048
sees.com

A household word 
on the West Coast 
where the company 
was born in 1921, 
See’s Candies has 
earned a reputation 
for top-shelf choco-
lates and other con-
fections thanks to the 
company’s insistence 

on staying true to many of the family founders’ original reci-
pes, even after the company was bought by Warren Buffett’s 
Berkshire Hathaway Corporation in 1972. “There’s a lot of 
candy out there,” says San Antonio’s North Star Mall store 
manager Mark Gonzalez, “but what sets us apart is there are 
no added preservatives, no high fructose corn syrup, every-
thing is gluten free and we use free trade chocolate.” Touted as 
“the only chocolatier that ages its chocolate before we sell it,” 
See’s offers a mouthwatering selection of assorted chocolates, 
toffees, butterscotch squares, peppermints, even semi-sweet 
chocolate chips — the better to make your own See’s-inspired 
fudge (“the recipe is online,” says Gonzalez). Throw in nut-
free, kosher and sugar-free products and there is literally 
candy for almost everyone. The sugar-free peanut brittle is a 
favorite, with some preferring it over the sugared variety, says 
Gonzalez, “and the café latte lollipops are world famous.” 

LOLLI AND POPS, SAN ANTONIO 
210.561.7858   |   lolliandpops.com 

Located at the Shops at La Cantera, the San Francisco-based 
Lolli and Pops call themselves “the purveyors of sweetness,” 
and are they ever. The spacious store is bursting with delecta-
ble goodies from all over the world — gummies, sours, choco-
lates, truffles, bars, bags, drops, sticks, beans (of the jelly vari-
ety), and of course, lollipops. Dreaming of a chocolate covered 
room? You got it. Fantasizing about jumping into a mountain 
of gummy bears and rolling around to your heart’s content? 
Well, you can’t do that, but you can feast your eyes on prob-
ably one of the biggest gummy gatherings around, in tons of 
colors and flavors. Exotic candy from Japan and Spain happily 
co-exist with retro sweets in a vintage atmosphere. Shopping 
tips: 1) Be prepared for sweet childhood flashbacks, and 2) 
leave your willpower at the door. Resistance is futile. v 

MADE IN TEXAS
LAMMES CANDIES SINCE 1885, INC., AUSTIN 
512.453.2899   |   lammes.com

Their name is quite a mouthful, and so are their products. 
But all you really have to say is Lammes and most Texans 
recognize it as “a tradition in households for more than 100 
years,” says Pam Teich, president and co-owner with two sib-
lings as the fifth generation of this family-owned institution. 
Known for their Texas Chewy Pecan Pralines, the signature 
caramel-based treat “was developed in the late 1800s by my 
great-great-grandfather,” says Teich, “and has a clean bite and 
not real, real sweet.” Their top chocolate product is the turtle-
style Longhorn with caramel and both milk and dark choco-
lates, along with the popular peppermint taffy kisses and 
chocolate-covered strawberries, “a trend we started in the late 
70s,” says Teich. Making candy since 1957, the company has 
five stores in the Austin/Round Rock area, “with customers 
that span generations. A while back we were concerned that 
the younger generation wouldn’t discover us, but they have.”  

ALAMO CANDY COMPANY, SAN ANTONIO
210.734.8672   |   alamocandy.com 

A Mexican candy lover’s dream, featuring South Texas faves 
like dulce de leche, tamarindos, leche quemada and more. 
Also a big selection of American and Chinese candies. 

BLISS CANDY COMPANY, BRENHAM 
281.222.2131   |   blisscandycompany.com

Toffee lovers, here you go: simple, fresh ingredients with 
no preservatives or artificial flavors produce delightful concoc-
tions in almond, pecan, white chocolate mocha and more. 

BERDOLL PECAN CANDY & GIFT COMPANY, 
CEDAR CREEK
800.518.3870   |   berdollpecanfarm.com

This family-owned business produces handmade pecan 
candies in 21 flavors — milk chocolate covered clusters, dark 
chocolate brittle, sugar-free milk and dark chocolate, their 
best-selling honey glazed pecans and more.TPWD

store puts candy back the way it should be, as 
opposed to going down the sugar bomb cereal 
aisle in the grocery store. Candy is a treat, not 
a meal.” Tell that to his scads of repeat custom-
ers loading up on nostalgic favorites (“Retro 
is not going away,” says Hodge) and newer 
products that feature a bit of a kick. “Spicy and 
sweet is the new salty and sweet,” says Hodge, 
who has plans to remodel in early 2017 in an-
ticipation of their tenth anniversary. 

DOWN UNDA TRADING POST, LAMPASAS
512.540.2814
facebook.com/downundatradingpost

Come for the famous Aussie meat pies, stay 
for the candy. That’s what owner Emmalee 
Ambrose says about her colorfully eclectic con-
venience store about an hour north of Austin 
on Highway 281 that features a tantalizing se-
lection of Aussie sweets made with pure sugar 
cane. Ambrose — originally from East Perth in 
the true Land Down Under — fell in love with 
the Texas capital city (“and the beautiful Hill 
Country”) almost three years ago and decided 
to stay. She offers such Australian classics as 
Violet Crumble, a honeycomb center covered 
with two layers of milk chocolate and one of 
Australia’s favorite candy bars; Redskins, a 
raspberry flavored chewy candy; and Allen’s 
Lollies (which is as fun to say as to eat), includ-

Fabulous Finds

BIG TOP CANDY SHOP
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ASSOCIATIONS
Austin NARI
www.austinnari.com
512.375.2601

CUSTOM CABINETRY & DESIGN
Swanx
www.swanxcabinetry.com
512.809.6226

CUSTOM METAL WORK
Christopher Voss Inc. – 
Fourth Generation Iron Craftsman
www.christophervoss.com
210.843.4332

DOORS
Colonial Iron Doors
www.colonialirondoors.com
210.524.1062

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Broadway Bank
www.broadwaybank.com
210.283.6642

GRANITE & STONE
Triton Stone Group
www.tritonstone.com
Austin: 512.821.0020
San Antonio: 210.546.0980

HOME REMODELING
CG&S Design-Build
www.cgsdb.com
512.444.1580

CROSS
www.cross-tx.com
210.826.7200

Realty Restoration
www.realtyrestoration.com
512.454.1661

INTERIOR DESIGN
Bella Villa Design
www.bellavillads.com
512.443.3200

JEI Design, Inc.
www.jeidesign.com
512.330.9179

Panache Interiors
www.panacheinteriors.com
512.452.7773

KITCHEN & BATH
Cosentino Center Austin
www.northamericacosentinocenter.com
512.386.7791

Factory Builder Stores
www.factorybuilderstores.com
Austin: 512.834.1442
San Antonio: 210.349.9333

Parrish and Company
www.parrishandcompany.com
Round Rock: 512.835.0937
San Antonio: 830.980.9595
Downtown San Antonio: 210.255.1125

LANDSCAPING
GreenScapes Landscaping & Pools
www.greenscapesaustin.com
512.263.3669

LIGHTING
Lights Fantastic
www.lightsfantastic.com
512.452.511

LUMBER
Capital Hardwoods & Millwork
www.capitalhardwoods.com
210.657.1200

Guido Doors, Windows, Millwork
www.guidolumber.com
210.344.8321

MASTER-PLANNED 
COMMUNITIES
Esperanza
www.myesperanza.com
512.260.2066

OUTDOOR LIVING
Homefield
www.homefieldliving.com
830.626.1971

POOLS
Artesian Pools
www.artesianpoolstx.com
210.251.3211

WINDOWS & DOORS
BMC Window Center
www.buildwithbmc.com
Austin: 512.977.7440
San Antonio: 210.494.8889

Guido Doors, Windows, Millwork
www.guidolumber.com
210.344.8321

Martel
www.martelwindows.com
800.609.1596

Windsor Windows & Doors
www.windsorwindows.com
515.223.6660

WINDOW COVERINGS 
& AWNINGS
Austintatious Blinds and Shutters
www.austintatiousblinds.com
512.608.0302

Texas Sun & Shade
www.txsunandshade.com
512.402.0990

A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

Austin’s premier window covering boutique 
showcAsing the lAtest styles, trends &  

technology At the 2014 pArAde of homes™  

Silhouette® Window Shadings Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Pirouette®  

Window Shadings

Call Now for a free 
In-Home estimate or 
Stop by Our Showroom

austintatiousblinds.com
(512) 608-0302

620

2244

HWY 71 HWY 71

HILL COUNTRY GALLERIA

SHOPS AT THE GALLERIA

Austintatious Blinds & Shutters
12918 shops parkway, ste. 700

bee caves, texas 78738
(Located at the Shops at the gallery)

Pirouette®

Window Shadings

Duette Architella Honeycomb Shades Silhouette® Window Shadings

Austin’s premier window covering boutique
showcasing the latest styles, trends & technology

Call Now for a FREE
In-Home Estimate or 
Stop by Our Showroom

(512) 608-0302
austintatiousblinds.com

Austintatious Blinds & Shutters
12918 Shops Parkway, Ste. 700

Bee Caves, Texas 78738
(Located at the Shops at the Galleria)

620

2244

HWY 71 HWY 71

HILL COUNTRY GALLERIA

SHOPS AT THE GALLERIA
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